PERTOLEUM PRODUCTS STORAGE

Some Quick Tips on Proper Storage, registration and general maintenance.

Golf courses, like many industries, require petroleum products in their daily operational activities.  While it is important to reduce the use of these products whenever possible, it is also important that products are also properly stored and used.
Proper petroleum product storage reduces the likelihood of environmental contamination and negative effects on human health and safety.  In addition, proper storage practices will reduce course liability and aid in demonstrating due diligence.  In short, following the codes and standards set out in the provincial regulation, in the long run, will save your “behind”. 
On golf courses, the main way that petroleum products are stored are either underground storage tanks (USTs) or aboveground storage tanks (ASTs), with the latter being the most common.  These storage tanks falls under the provincial Dangerous Goods Handling and Transportation Act, regulation M.R. 188/2001 - Storage and Handling of Petroleum Products and Allied Products Regulation (copies of this regulation are available through Manitoba Statutory Publications – 945-3101 or for within Manitoba 1-800-321-1203).  

The regulation applies to all underground storage tanks and to aboveground storage tanks with a capacity of 5000 litres (1100 Imperial gallons) or more. 

Aboveground Storage Tanks

Key points in the regulation regarding ASTs include:
· All ASTs 1100 gallons (5000 litres) or more must be registered with Manitoba Conservation.

· All ASTs with a capacity of 5000 litres or more must comply with the regulation, must be registered with Manitoba Conservation, and must meet all regulatory standards.

· All ASTs less than 5000 Litres are not covered by environmental legislation and do not need to meet registration requirements but they still need to comply with the Manitoba Fire Code – tanks must be ULC approved, clearly ULC labelled and must have secondary containment system in place.

· The area surrounding ASTs should be free of signs of previous spills, at least 300 meters from the nearest waterway and free of any surrounding vegetation.

Keep in mind that all ASTs with a holding capacity over 230 litres must have secondary containment.  The best way is to purchase double walled tanks.  If that is not an option,  them the next best option would be to use a single walled tank with secondary containment that will hold 110% of the capacity of the tank.  What can you use?  An impermeable concrete containment area surrounding the ASTs or an earthen dyke with the proper petroleum resistant liners are 2 possibilities.  What is important is that no releases of petroleum product flows, leaks or leaches into the surrounding soil or water. 

No matter what kind of aboveground tank your golf course has it would be beneficial to use a drip tray or large pan to catch spills located under the tank nozzle and where any petroleum transfer would take place.

Underground Storage Tanks

If your course does use USTs, remember proper inventory must be maintained on a daily basis for each day of operation including weekly water dips on an approved form.  In addition, it is the responsibility of the golf course to make sure the storage site meets regulatory standards prior to receiving fuel.  Delivery personnel may not deliver to your site if your system does not meet standards.
Storage Tank Registration

It is important to remember to register your storage tanks with Manitoba Conservation if required. All underground tanks and aboveground storage tanks having a capacity of 5000 litres or more cannot be installed or used without being registered. When first registering, it is a good idea to send a picture of the tank you are registering with your application.  Your tank will take fifteen (15) working days to process and be added to the system once Manitoba Conservation has received the application.  

Don’t forget due to changes of the regulation, all USTs and all ASTs 5000 litres or more will have to have a permit to operate by December 17, 2002 or no deliveries will be made to them.
Be Proactive

Inspect and maintain – the key to safe petroleum storage.

A maintenance program should be in place to ensure that there are no leaks in the system.  This will reduce the chance of spills that will be costly to both the environment and your course.  In addition, make sure to inspect your tanks on a regular basis and document any noticeable changes.  

For more information, please contact Laura Raimondi at 832-3145 or John Jonasson at 

945-7073.

